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The Law and the One who is Unsaved [Carnal)

Part Three Romans 7:14-26
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1. For the one on a journey to know God, The Law “reveals” they have not lived up to God’s standard for living;  Sin “ruins” them because of its great power; BUT Jesus Christ “saves” us from the penalty of our sins. 
2. A person without God is doomed by the law.  The ultimate purpose of the Law was to drive men and women to faith in Jesus Christ—who fulfilled the demands of the law on man’s behalf.  (Jesus did for us what we could not do for ourselves.)
((
What about the Person without God
1. Any attempt to “keep the law” leads to carnality.
A. Paul’s Confusion.
Romans 7:14–16, HCSB - 14 For we know [the Gk. phrase denotes something generally conceded] that the law is spiritual, but I am made out of flesh [The Gk. translates only one word that gives us our word, “carnal”; this strong expression describes “the unspiritual, material, phenomenal nature of the flesh” (ATR); it is made up to two words, one meaning ‘to cut’ and ‘from the flesh’ that which is spiritual], sold [lit., made a prisoner] into sin’s power.       15 For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not practice what I want to do, but I do what I hate. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 
 Paul doesn’t do the thing he wants to do.

 Paul does the things he doesn’t want to do. 

B. Paul’s Corruption.
Romans 7:17–20, HCSB - 17 So now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do what is good is with me, but there is no ability to do it. 19 For I do not do the good that I want to do [lit., “to do that which is good is not in me” (implying, “I have no power to do what is right.”)], but I practice the evil that I do not want to do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that lives in me. 

 Paul realized the total corruption of the flesh. 
C. Paul’s Conclusion.
Romans 7:21–23, HCSB - 21 So I discover this principle: When I want to do what is good, evil is with me. 22 For in my inner self I joyfully agree with God’s law. 23 But I see a different law in the parts of my body, waging war [this phrase is used only here in the NT] against the law of my mind and taking me prisoner, to the law of sin in the parts of my body. 
 The old nature is always attempting to do wrong

 The new nature is always attempting to do right.

2. No attempt to “keep the law” can lead to spiritually.


A. The agony of Paul’s problem (being without Christ).

Romans 7:24, HCSB - 24 What a wretched [lit., “to squeeze the life out of something” (ATR) and was typically someone that had experienced “exhaustion in hard labor.” – Wuest] man I am! Who will rescue me from this dying body? 
B. The Answer to Paul’s problem (to be with Christ).

Romans 7:25, NCV - 25 I thank God for saving me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So in my mind I am a slave to God’s law, but in my sinful self I am a slave to the law of sin. 
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	The Law cannot change you (v. 14), the Law cannot enable you to do good (vv. 15-21) and the Law cannot set you free (vv.  21-25).
Living of life of “carnality” (in the flesh) leads to misery and doom.


	Life Application Section:  “A question affecting all eternity.”


Can you say these words, “I thank God for saving me through Jesus Christ?”
