The Specific Charges (Continued)
5. Fifth Indictment—Immorality.  

A. Immoral Passions
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:24–25, NASB95 - 24 Therefore God gave them over [Gk: παραδίδωμι (pronounced para-díd-ō-mi) Paul chooses the same Greek verb used in the Gospels to describe the ordeal Jesus endured.  He was ‘given over’ by Judas to the Sanhedrin in Mark 14:10ff; by the Sanhedrin to Pilate in Mark 15:1ff; by Pilate to the enemies in Luke 23:25ff; to the soldiers for scourging and crucifixion in Mark 15:15; and Jesus “gave up” His Spirit to death in John 19:30ff. This “giving over” describes an active decision, not passive neglect.  The Greek word is used 3 times in this brief passage] in the lusts [Definition: “To strongly desire to have what belongs to someone else and/or to engage in an activity which is morally wrong—‘to covet, to lust’”] of their hearts to impurity [ie., in a religious sense], so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged [ie., they stop believing one thing and start believing another] the truth of God for a [lit., THE lie] lie, and worshipped [lit., to express in attitude and action one’s allegiance to and regard for Holy God] and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed [this gives us our word “eulogy”-to remember with praise] forever. Amen. 

God gave them over to dishonoring their bodies.
B. Indecent Perversions 

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:26–27, NASB95 - 26 For this reason [lit., because of this] God gave them [used here a second time] over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural [a word specifically referencing sexual function; lit., “that which is according to nature”] function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural  function of the woman and burned [lit., “to inflame” in a figurative sense] in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty [wage] of their error [lit., deception]. 
God gave them over to degrading their passions.

C. Irrational Practices

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:28, NASB95 - 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge [translates one Greek word meaning, “They put it to the test” and decided not to acknowledge] God any longer, God gave them over [the third time this phrase is used in this passage] to a depraved [lit., “worthless” or “reprehensible”; the thought is, “when compared to what is right, this is not right, it is unfitting, it is morally wrong] mind, to do those things which are not proper [lit.,  fitting before God; its origins of this word have to do with what is acceptable in worship before Holy God]….
God gave them over to depraving their minds.

	Life Application Section:  “Conclusions we can draw from all of Scripture”


A. This passage condemns particular sexual acts. None of them speak of homosexual desires. In the Scriptures, it is not homosexual temptation that is wrong, but the actual acts themselves.
B. Recognize that while homosexual practice does not appear to have been common in Palestine, it was a significant feature of the Greek and Roman culture.  Notice that the explicit rejection of homosexuality is found mostly in Paul’s letters, for he was the Christian writer most in contact with the Greek world.
C. All sexual activity outside the bonds of biblical marriage is a sin. 

D. Homosexuality is not the unforgivable sin—saying “NO” to the Lordship of Christ is unforgivable.  

E. “Let he who is without sin, throw the first stone.”  Pastor Joe (and all Christians are “men of clay feet.”)  We should not throw ‘the stone’ at homosexuals—only at what they do. 

F. With homosexuality finding more and more acceptance, we must be wise.  There is an attempt to label Christians as “homophobic.”   Is one “kleptophobic” if he or she calls theft wrong? It is not always an issue of fear (phobia) at all, but one of sober judgment about what is right and wrong based on a given biblical standard.
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	Homosexuality is incompatible with Scripture. 

	Additional Thoughts


Non biblical reasons to fear for the gay community:

( Gays are five times more likely to be infected with an incurable sexually transmitted disease (STD) linked to cancer (Source: R. Dotinga, “US: 1 in 3 Gay Men Have Incurable STD” (March 6, 2002), http://uk.gay.com/headlines/1923.)
( One in three gay men have an incurable STD. (Source: Dotinga, “US: 1 in 3 Gay Men Have Incurable STD.”)
( Gays are 50,000 times more likely to be the victim of “love crimes” (being physically abused by a homosexual partner) than “hate crimes.” (Source: Gary Glenn, “Homosexual ‘Love Crimes’ Pose 50,000% Higher Risk of Violence than ‘Hate Crimes’ ” (March 15, 2001), http://www.afamichigan.org/releases/20010315a.htm.)
( Battering victimization occurs in 39% of gay male couples and 26% of lesbian couples compared to 5% of heterosexual couples.  (Source: Gregory L. Greenwood et al., “Battering Victimization Among a Probability-Based Sample of Men Who Have Sex With Men,” Am J Public Health 92, no. 12, 2002).

( They are at a significantly higher risk for eating disorders, psychiatric disorders, anxiety, suicide, depression, anal cancer, substance abuse (drugs, alcohol, cigarettes), premature death by 8 to 20 years, and death by prostate, testicular, or colon cancer. (Source: Anne Petrov, 10 Things Gay Men Need to Know (January 2, 2003), www.gaywired.com).

While statistics vary from year-to-year and represent only a very small snapshot in time, they reveal a timeless picture of the devastating impact of homosexuality. And though these statistics are painfully tragic, none of us should be surprised because God’s Word clearly communicates the negative impact of sexual sin on the physical body (cf., Rom. 1: 27).

Biblical passages that address homosexuality:

( Romans 1:21-27, Leviticus 18:22-24, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, Romans 1:32, Leviticus 20:13, 2 Peter 3:16, 1 Tim. 1:10, Jude 7, Isaiah 5:20 and Mathew 19:4-6. 

Closing Observations:

(  Romans 1 makes it absolutely clear that homosexuality is fundamentally an act of unbelief.  As Paul writes, the wrath of God is revealed against all those “who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” 
( The challenge for the Bible believing church is this: do we have a distinctive message in the midst of this moral confusion? Our answer must be “yes!”
( The affirmation of biblical authority is central to the Church’s consideration of these issues—or any issue.  The Bible is the Holy Word of God in written form, inerrant, infallible, inspired by the Holy Spirit and “profitable for doctrine, for reproof and correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).  

( The ‘gay agenda’ is basically an all-out political and legal push for homosexual “marriage,” the removal of all structures and laws considered oppressive to homosexuals, and the recognition of homosexuals, bisexuals, transsexuals, and other as “erotic minorities” deserving special legal protection.  

( They are basing their campaign on a “civil rights” platform. In the near future, we must be equipped to defend a clear, biblical position. 
( With the movement toward same-sex marriage and the normalization of homosexuality gaining momentum, some Christians and even some churches are running for cover.  Our Christian responsibility is clear – we are to tell the truth about what God has revealed concerning human sexuality, gender, and marriage. At every point throughout history the confessing and believing church runs contrary to the cultural tidal wave of the day.  We will be no exception.  

( The bond between man and woman is marriage, which is not an historical accident or the result of social or cultural evolution. To the contrary, marriage and the establishment of the heterosexual covenant union is central to God’s intention and clearly laid out in His Holy Word.

So what do we do?

( Pray, pray, pray!

( Educate yourself—much is at stake.

( Let your voice be heard in conversations, at the voting booth, and especially among your own family and friends.

( Vote and get involved in the political system.  (It’s been said, “Politicians don’t see the light until they feel the heat.”) 

( Renew your commitment to the Lordship of Christ in your life.  Let Him be Lord!
( Renew your commitment to the biblical authority regarding this issue. 

( We must communicate our side of the “argument” in clear, calm and compassionate demeanor.  
( Remember, “Tolerance is the virtue of a man or woman with no conviction.” 

( Ultimately, this is a battle over “Lordship.”  Will we worship the creation or the Creator?  Though this battle may not be easy, may our God be with us!  
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All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1036.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. The object of God’s wrath is twofold: godlessness and wickedness.

B. The specific indictments against us are (1) inexcusable ignorance,                 (2) ingratitude, (3) insolence (rudeness), and (4) idolatry.

C. “We study the Bible because it is the inspired Word of God.  Creation is the inspired work of God—it is worth understanding how it was accomplished to gain insight into God.”  - Rob Hendrickson, SRBC banjoist, scientist and geologist  
Presuppositions
 A. Homosexuality is inevitable in America.
Luke 17:28–30, NASB95 - 28 “It was the same as happened in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; 29 but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 “It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed.” 

B. Homosexuality in inexcusable in Scripture.  

1 Corinthians 6:9–11, NIV84 - 9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

C. Homosexuality in indicative of our Country. 

2 Chronicles 15:2, NASB95 - 2 …“Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.”
