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Part One Romans 3:1-8





Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    July 12, 2014 

All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1037.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. “Ruleigion” is the belief that what we do saves us.  “Religion” (def., Relying on God) is the belief that faith in Christ saves us. 
B. God cares more about the ‘circumcision of the heart’ than a ‘circumcision of the flesh’—Our relationship with Christ comes first, then true religion and works will follow.
((
(
Depravity—It’s not being as bad as you can be but as bad off as you can be.  Paul is saying to his Jewish friends “all” have sinned, “all” are affected by sin, and “all” need a solution to sin.  Only Christ—and His shed blood—is a solution to our sinful condition. 

Four Questions to the Super Rule-igious
and Four Humbling Answers

1. The Question of racial advantage.
Q: Isn’t there an advantage of being a Jew or of being circumcised? 

Romans 3:1, HCSB - 1 So what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 
A: The most important advantage is that Israel has been entrusted with is the Holy Word of God. 
Romans 3:1, HCSB - 2 Considerable in every way. First, they were entrusted with the spoken words of God. 

1 Corinthians 7:19, NASB95 - 19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the keeping [as a trust] of the commandments of God. 
2. A question of divine faithfulness.
Q: Will Israel’s unfaithfulness nullify God’s promises to mankind? 

Romans 3:3, HCSB - 3 What then? If some did not believe, will their unbelief cancel God’s faithfulness? 
A: Absolutely not! God will be true to His word to all mankind. 

Romans 3:4, HCSB - 4 Absolutely not! [lit., May it never be!] God must be true, even if everyone is a liar, as it is written: That You may be justified in Your words and triumph when You judge. [This is a quote from the Septuagint (the Greek copy of the OT) of Psalm 51:4 which refers to David’s sin with Bathsheba. (Ps. 52:4 - “Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are justified with You speak And blameless when you judge.”) Paul cites the verse to show that God’s judgment is justified and does not nullify His faithfulness. God will judge sin and God will be faithful.]

3. A question of confused righteousness.  
Q: Because God made these moral demands knowing humanity would fail, does that make His wrath unjustified? (After all, weren’t we doomed to failure from the beginning?)

Romans 3:5, HCSB - 5 But if our unrighteousness highlights God’s righteousness, what are we to say? I use a human argument: Is God unrighteous to inflict wrath? 
A: No! The Lord did not give the Law to humanity in order to justify His wrath but to establish our need for His grace. 

Romans 3:6, HCSB - 6 Absolutely not! [lit., May it never be!] Otherwise, how will God judge the world? 

4. A question of twisted logic.
Q: If God’s light shines brighter because of our darkness, don’t we glorify God more by sinning more? 

Romans 3:7-8a, HCSB - 7 But if by my lie God’s truth is amplified to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say, just as some people slanderously claim we say, “Let us do what is evil so that good may come”?
A: What bizarre thinking! (ie., Let’s sin like crazy so we we’ll know grace like never before.)

Romans 3:8b, HCSB -….Their condemnation is deserved!
	Life Application Section:  “Truths for our spiritual journey”


1. Let’s hold a high opinion of God’s Holy Word.  (vv. 1-2)
2. Let’s embrace a life of faith in Jesus Christ.  (vv. 3-4)
3. Let’s uphold a life of holiness and integrity.  (vv. 5-8)  
